INDIANA ELECTED OFFICIALS

Governor
1. William Henry Harrison


May 13, 1800 - December 28, 1812

Born in Virginia in 1773. Son of a signer of the Declaration of Independence. Soldier. He served twelve years as governor of the Indiana Territory. Elected U. S. president in 1840.  He died in April 1841 one month after taking office. His grandson, Benjamin Harrison, was the 23rd U.S. President.

2. John Gibson


July 4, 1800 - January 10, 1801


June 1812 - May 1813

Born in Pennsylvania in 1740. Spent his military service with the Indians in Virginia, learning their customs. During his political career, took part in Indian negotiations. Acting governor twice during Harrison's administration. After formation of the state government in 1816, he returned to Pennsylvania where he died in 1822.

3. Thomas Posey


March 3, 1813 - November 7, 1816

Born in Virginia in 1750. Appointed governor of Indiana Territory in 1813 following Harrison's resignation. He had a long military and political career. Died in 1818.

4. Jonathan Jennings


November 7, 1816 - September 12, 1822

Born in New Jersey in 1784. Lawyer. Indiana's first state governor. Resigned to serve in Congress. Helped frame Indiana's first constitution. Died in 1834.

5. Ratliff Boon


September 12, 1822 - December 5, 1822   
Democrat
Born in 1781. Career included 12 years in Congress.  Lt. governor under Jennings and Hendricks and served out Jennings' unexpired term as governor. Died in 1844.

6. William Hendricks


December 5, 1822 - February 12, 1825  
Democrat-Republican

Born in Pennsylvania in 1782. Lawyer. He established The Eagle, Indiana's second newspaper, in 1812. During his term the capital was moved from Corydon to Indianapolis. Resigned in 1825 to serve in U.S. Senate, serving until 1837. Uncle of Thomas A. Hendricks, Indiana governor 1873-77. He died in 1850.

7. James Brown Ray


February 12, 1825 - December 7, 1831
Independent

Born in Kentucky in 1794. A lawyer, he filled out the unexpired term of Hendricks before being elected to two additional terms. During his administration the Michigan Road and the Wabash and Erie Canal were undertaken. Died in 1848.

8. Noah Noble


December 7, 1831 - December 6, 1837
Whig

Born in Virginia in 1794. Businessman and soldier. Served two terms as governor. A state bank was created during his administration. Defeated for U.S. Senate in 1836 and 1838. Died in 1844.

9. David Wallace


December 6, 1837 - December 9, 1840  
Whig

Born in Pennsylvania in 1799. Lawyer and soldier.  He served as lt. governor under Noble. Father of Lew Wallace, author of Ben Hur. Died in 1859.

10. Samuel Bigger


December 9, 1840 - December 6, 1843  
Whig

Born in Ohio in 1802. Lawyer. He was defeated in his bid for re-election in 1843. Died in 1846.

11. James Whitcomb


December 6, 1843 - December 26, 1848  
Democrat

Born in Vermont in 1795. Lawyer. During his administration the Indiana Hospital for the Insane, Indiana Asylum for Education of the Deaf and Dumb, and the Indiana Institute for the Blind were established. Resigned as governor in 1848 to serve in U.S. Senate, a position he held until his death in 1852.

12. Paris Chipman Dunning


December 26, 1848 - December 5, 1849  
Democrat
Born in North Carolina in 1806. Lawyer. Served as lt. governor under Whitcomb and served out his unexpired term as governor. Died in 1884.

13. Joseph Allen Wright


December 5, 1849 - January 12, 1857  
Democrat

Born in Pennsylvania in 1810. Lawyer. Served one two-year term and one four-year term under the new constitution. During his administration the State Board of Education and the State Board of Agriculture were formed.  Served in U.S. Senate 1862-1863. Died in 1867.

14. Ashbel Parsons Willard


January 12, 1857 - October 4, 1860  
Democrat

Born in New York in 1820. Lawyer. Served as lt. governor under Wright.  First governor to die in office on October 4, 1860.

15. Abram Adams Hammond


October 4, 1860 - January 14, 1861  
Democrat

Born in Vermont in 1814. Lawyer. Formerly a Whig, he was elected lt. governor under Willard on a Democratic ticket. Served out Willard's unexpired term. Died in 1874.

16. Henry Smith Lane


January 14, 1861 - January 16, 1861  
Republican

Born in Kentucky in 1811. A lawyer, he helped form the Republican party. Only two days after taking office, he resigned to become U.S. Senator. Died in 1881.

17. Oliver Perry Morton


January 16, 1861 - January 23, 1867  
Republican

Born in Salisbury, Indiana in 1823.  First native son to become governor. A lawyer, he helped form the Republican party. Lt. Governor under Henry S. Lane, he became governor when Lane resigned. Term during the Civil War; was re-elected in 1864. Resigned in 1867 to serve in U.S. Senate and held office until his death in 1877.

18. Conrad Baker


January 23, 1867 - January 13, 1873  
Republican

Born in Pennsylvania in 1817. Lawyer and soldier. He was lt. governor during Morton's second term and became governor when Morton resigned. He was elected governor in 1868. Died in 1885.

19. Thomas Andrew Hendricks


January 13, 1873 - January 8, 1877  
Democrat

Born in Ohio in 1819. Lawyer. He was elected U.S. vice president in 1884. Died in office in 1885.

20. James Douglas Williams


January 8, 1877 - November 20, 1880  
Democrat

Born in Ohio in 1808.  A farmer, nicknamed "Blue Jeans" because he always wore suits made of denim. He served 31 years in the state legislature. Served briefly in  U.S. Congress before election as governor. Died in office in 1880.

21. Isaac Pusey Gray


November 20, 1880 - January 10, 1881


January 12, 1885 - January 14, 1889  
Democrat

Born in Pennsylvania in 1828. A merchant, he served in the Union army. First a Republican, he was elected lt. governor under Williams on a Democratic ticket. He served out Williams' term and was elected to another term in 1884.  In 1893 he became minister to Mexico. Died in 1895.

22. Albert Gallatin Porter


January 10, 1881 - January 12, 1885  
Republican
Born in Lawrenceburg, Indiana in 1824. Lawyer. Switched from Democratic to Republican Party. Served 4 years in Congress and 4 years as comptroller of the U.S. Treasury prior to being elected governor. Served as minister to Italy from 1889-1891. Died in 1897.

23. Alvin Peterson Hovey


January 14, 1889 - November 23, 1891  
Republican
Born in Indiana in 1821. A lawyer with a distinguished career, also a soldier. Held various state and national government positions before being elected. Died in office in 1891.

24. Ira Joy Chase


November 23, 1891 - January 9, 1893  
Republican
Born in New York in 1834. A school teacher, businessman, minister and soldier. Lt. governor under Hovey; he served out Hovey's unexpired term. Died in 1893.

25. Claude Matthews


January 9, 1893 - January 11, 1897  
Democrat

Born in Kentucky in 1845. Farmer and cattleman. Held various state offices before elected as governor; later ran as a favorite son candidate for president. Died in 1898.

26. James Atwell Mount


January 11, 1897 - January 14, 1901

Born in Indiana in 1843. Soldier and farmer. Served in the state Senate, 1889-1891. Died in 1901.

27. Winfield Taylor Durbin


January 14, 1901 - January 9, 1905  
Republican
Born in Lawrenceburg, Indiana in 1847. Businessman, banker and soldier. Served in the Spanish-American War. Died in 1928.

28. James Frank Hanly


January 9, 1905 - January 11, 1909  
Republican

Born in Illinois in 1863. Schoolteacher, laborer and lawyer. Served in state Senate and U.S. Congress before being elected governor. Joined the Prohibition Party in 1916 and ran for president. Died in 1920.

29. Thomas Riley Marshall


January 11, 1909 - January 13, 1913  
Democrat

Born in North Manchester, Indiana in 1854. Lawyer.  He served two terms as U. S. vice president under Woodrow Wilson. Died in 1925.

30. Samuel Moffet Ralston


January 13, 1913 - January 8, 1917  
Democrat

Born in Ohio in 1857. Schoolteacher and lawyer. Later elected to U.S. Senate. For health reasons, withdrew as presidential nominee in 1924. Died in 1925.

31. James Putnam Goodrich


January 8, 1917 - January 10, 1921  
Republican

Born in Winchester, Indiana in 1864. Lawyer and businessman. Served through critical period of World War I. Lost bid for presidential nomination to Warren G. Harding in 1920. Appointed special emissary to Russia by Harding. Died in 1940.

32. Warren Terry McCray


January 10, 1921 - April 30, 1924  
Republican
Born in Kentland, Indiana in 1865. A banker, businessman and cattleman. Served on various state boards. Forced to resign due to financial problems. Sent to federal prison for mail fraud. President Hoover granted him a full pardon. Died in 1938.

33. Emmett Forrest Branch


April 30, 1924 - January 12, 1925  
Republican
Born in Martinsville, Indiana in 1874. Lawyer and soldier. Served in the Legislature, the Spanish-American War and World War I before being elected lt. governor under McCray. Served out McCray's unexpired term. Died in 1932.

34. Edward L. Jackson


January 12, 1925 - January 14, 1929  
Republican

Born in Howard County, Indiana in 1873. Lawyer. Served in military during World War I. Scandals involving the Ku Klux Klan clouded his term. He was acquitted of charges of bribing Governor McCray. Resumed his law practice at the end of his term, later raised apples and cattle. In 1948, suffered a stroke that rendered him bedfast. Died in 1954.

35. Henry Guyer Leslie


January 14, 1929 - January 9, 1933  
Republican
Born in West Lafayette in 1878. Lawyer, farmer and banker. Served in the House of Representatives before his term. Was able to reduce taxes and cut government spending. After leaving office, founded and served as president of an insurance company. Died in 1937.

36. Paul Vories McNutt


January 9, 1933 - January 11, 1937  
Democrat

Born in Franklin, Indiana in 1891. Lawyer. Served in World War I. Dean of I.U. Law School prior to becoming governor. Served on various federal commissions and as ambassador to the Philippines. Died in 1955.

37. Maurice Clifford Townsend


January 11, 1937 - January 13, 1941  
Democrat

Born in Blackford County, Indiana in 1884. A schoolteacher and farmer. Elected lt. governor on ticket with McNutt. Served on various federal commissions relating to agriculture and food during World War II; is credited with painting school buses yellow as a safety precaution. Lost bid for U.S. Senate to William Jenner in 1946. Died in 1954.

38. Henry Frederick Schricker


January 13, 1941 - January 8, 1945  



January 10, 1949 - January 12, 1953


Democrat

Born in North Judson, Indiana in 1883.  Newspaper man and banker. State Senator. Lt. governor under Townsend. First governor to serve two four-year terms. Unsuccessful twice in bids for U.S. Senate. Declined offer of vice-presidential nomination from Franklin Roosevelt. He retired to Knox, Indiana and died in 1966.

39. Ralph Fesler Gates


January 8, 1945 - January 10, 1949  
Republican
Born in Columbia City, Indiana in 1893. Lawyer. Served in World War I. Active in American Legion and served as Republican state chairman. After his term as governor, he continued to practice law. Remained active in state politics; served as a Republican national committeeman. Died in 1978.

40. George North Craig


January 12, 1953 - January 14, 1957  
Republican

Born in Brazil, Indiana in 1909. Lawyer. Held rank of lt. colonel during World War II. Was national commander of the American Legion. Political career wanned as a result of scandals involving highway construction contracts during his term. Traveled extensively and practiced law. Died in 1992.

41. Harold Willis Handley


January 14, 1957 - January 9, 1961  
Republican

Born in LaPorte, Indiana in 1909. Businessman. Served in World War II, state Senate, and as lt. governor under Craig. Lost bid for a U.S. Senate seat to Vance Hartke in 1958. Later went into advertising and public relations. His trademark was a blue polka dot bow tie. Died in 1972.

42. Matthew Empson Welsh


January 9, 1961 - January 11, 1965  
Democrat

Born in Detroit, Michigan in 1912.  Lawyer. Served in the Navy in World War II. U.S. Attorney and state senator prior to term as governor. Lost bid for a second term in 1972. Maintained a law practice in Indianapolis until his death in 1995.

43. Roger Douglas Branigin


January 11, 1965 - January 13, 1969  
Democrat

Born in Franklin, Indiana in 1902. Lawyer. Served in World War II. Beaten by Robert F. Kennedy in 1968 Democratic presidential primary. Resumed law practice in Lafayette. Died in 1975.

44. Edgar Doud Whitcomb


January 13, 1969 - January 9, 1973  
Republican

Born in Hayden, Indiana in 1917. Lawyer. Served in the Air Force in World War II. Author of Escape from Corregidor, a book about his war experiences. Practiced law; ran unsuccessfully for Congress in 1954 and Senate in 1964. Served as Secretary of State. Lost U.S. Senate nomination to Richard Lugar in 1976. Resides in Seymour.

45. Otis Ray Bowen, M.D.


January 9, 1973 - January 12, 1981  
Republican
Born in Rochester, Indiana in 1918. Physician. Served with the Army Medical Corps during World War II. Practiced medicine in Bremen prior to his political career. Served 14 years in House of Representatives, three of those sessions as Speaker. In 1972, consecutive four-year terms became permissible and Bowen was re-elected to a second term. Resides in Bremen.

46. Robert Dunkerson Orr


January 12, 1981 - January 8, 1989  
Republican
Born in Evansville, Indiana on November 17, 1917. Businessman.  Served in Indiana State Senate 4 years. Elected lt. governor in 1972 serving 8 years. In that role, served as director of the Indiana Department of Commerce, commissioner of Agriculture and president of the Senate. Was elected governor by a record margin in 1980 and re-elected in 1984. Appointed ambassador to Singapore in 1989.

47. Birch Evans Bayh III


January 9, 1989 - January 13, 1997

Democrat
Born in Terre Haute on December 26, 1955.  Lawyer. Elected Indiana secretary of state in 1985. Became first Democrat elected governor in 24 years in 1988. At the time of his election, he was the youngest governor in the United States. Re-elected in 1992.

48. Frank Lewis O'Bannon


January 13, 1997 - September 13, 2003
Democrat

Born January 30, 1930.  Lawyer, publisher.  Raised in Harrison County.  Served in Air Force, 1952-54.  Practiced law in Corydon.  Published Harrison and Crawford county newspapers; state senator 1971-1988.  Lt. governor 1988-1997.  Died in office on September 13, 2003.

49.  Joseph E. Kernan


September 13, 2003 - January 10, 2005
Democrat

Born 1946.  Decorated Vietnam veteran.  South Bend mayor 1987-____. Lt. Governor 1997-2003.

49.  Mitch E. Daniels, Jr.


January 10, 2005 -



Republican
Born 1949.  Businessman. Served as chief of staff for Senator Dick Lugar in Washington.  Earned his law degree from Georgetown University.  Served as Presidential advisor and liaison to state and local officials for the Reagan administration.  In 1987 became CEO of the Hudson Institute, then senior management of Eli Lilly Company.  In 2001 served as director of the Office of Management and Budget for the Bush administration.
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